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ELKAY
®
 EZH2O

™
 IS NAMED WINNER OF 2011 CHICAGO INNOVATION AWARD 

 

OAK BROOK, IL – November 9, 2011 – Elkay Manufacturing of Oak Brook, Illinois, 

has been named one of the 10 winners of the 2011 Chicago Innovation Awards. The 

winners were announced at an event held at Chicago’s Harris Theater on Tuesday, 

November 8, with more than 1,400 people attending.  The Chicago Innovation Awards, 

celebrating its 10
th
 year, is the Chicago region’s foremost recognition of the most innovative 

new products or services brought to market or to public service each year. 

Elkay Manufacturing was recognized in the Chicago Innovation Awards for its 

EZH2O bottle filling station, which offers an alternative solution to the environmental and 

economic waste of plastic disposable bottled water.  The EZH2O provides end-users with a 

rapid fill of clean, cold drinking water for their existing bottles and cups, eliminating the need 

to purchase single serving plastic bottles.   

With today’s ever-increasing concern about the environmental impact of 

manufacturing and disposing of plastic bottled water, the Elkay EZH2O product line 

continues to provide innovative solutions for  this issue.  Since its introduction in February 

2010, the EZH2O has become a fixture on hundreds of college and university campuses, 

within major terminals at some of the nation’s busiest airports, as well as on corporate 

campuses and in countless other high-traffic public venues.  In Chicago alone, numerous 

EZH2O bottle filling stations have been installed at O’Hare Airport, the Shedd Aquarium, 

University of Chicago and DePaul University, along with many other well-known local 

establishments.  

Among the many advanced features that set the Elkay EZH2O apart from other units 

is the built-in presence of its Green Ticker
™

.  This visual counting mechanism tracks the  
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number of 16-ounce water bottles saved from landfills, reinforcing the sustainability efforts  

made by each person who uses it. The EZH2O unit also contains a sensor that dispenses 

water into a container without requiring the end-user to touch the water cooler or hold the 

container while it is being filled, ensuring sanitary operation.  In addition to offering a green, 

clean solution, the EZH2O provides a rapid fill of cold, filtered water three times faster than 

a standard drinking fountain. In fact, the EZH2O can fill a 16-ounce sports bottle in as little 

as 6.5 seconds. 

“The new products and services brought to market in the Chicago region each year 

represent the most important economic engine driving the new economy,” said Thomas D. 

Kuczmarski, Co-Founder with Chicago journalist Dan Miller of the Awards.  “The economy 

is challenging but each nominee believes the simple truth that a powerful new product will 

find a rewarding market and each has the courage to pursue their vision.”  

According to Rod Magnuson, director of product marketing for commercial plumbing 

at Elkay, “As a company committed to developing sustainable, innovative products for 

today’s marketplace, we are honored that the Elkay EZH2O is among the extraordinary 

winners in this year’s Chicago Innovation Awards. With concern for the environment at an 

all-time high, the EZH2O is truly the right product at the right time for our customers.”   

Elkay will join the other winners of this year’s Chicago Innovation Awards in ringing 

the opening bell of the NASDAQ stock market in New York City on November 15, an 

opportunity provided by TechAmerica, a sponsor of the Awards.  “It is one way of carrying 

the message of Chicago innovation to other parts of the nation,” said Luke Tanen, Director 

of the Awards. 

There were more than 400 nominees for the 2011 Chicago Innovation Awards, 

representing an increase of more than 60 percent over the past two years.   

The complete list of this year’s Chicago Innovation Award winners can be found at  
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www.chicagoinnovationawards.com.  The Chicago Innovation Awards is a civic event, free-

of-charge to all involved, and supported by sponsors including Wrigley, Google, Cisco,  

Comcast Business Class, Edelman, Spigit, Disney Institute and others. For more  

information about the Chicago Innovation Awards, contact Bryan Brochu at 

bryan@chicagoinnovattionawards.com. 

For more than 90 years, Elkay has been an innovative manufacturer of stainless 

steel sinks and faucets for residential and commercial use. Headquartered in Oak Brook, 

Illinois, Elkay expanded its commercial offerings more than 38 years ago to include efficient 

water coolers and drinking fountains. 

For more information on the EZH2O, visit elkayusa.com, key word EZH2O or visit 

the EZH2O Million Bottle March on Facebook. For media inquiries regarding Elkay 

Commercial products, contact Gaelen Bell at (312) 946-6089 or gbell@msinet.com. 
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